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As an intern with the University of Central Oklahoma (UCO) Department of Sustainability, I 

developed the first Sustainable Purchasing Guide (SPG) designed for administrative staff to facilitate 

campus purchasing decisions. Data were gathered from 40 vendors, and 50 eco-labels and 

approximately 50 specific products were analyzed through the lens of custom metrics. Metrics for 

vendor selection included their ability to: meet contractual obligations, offer e-procurement options, 

and/or maintained an established account or business relationship with University purchasing 

personnel. Vendors given preference for meeting one or more metrics were further analyzed based on 

a narrower scope of customized sustainability metrics derived from:1) ISEAL (International Social 

and Environmental Accreditation and Labeling) sustainability principles,2) ISEAL five universal 

truths to a sustainability claim, and 3) triple bottom line (3BL) assessment. Selected vendors were 

listed in the SPG with relevant brands, along with explanations of the environmental, economic and 

social impact of distributing these brands on campus. This portion of the guide was designed to serve 

as a general starting point for vendor and brand recommendations and should be used as a general 

reference for making sustainable purchasing decisions and parameterizing the sustainable purchasing 

process. It also provides purchasers with a general sustainability resource specific to vendors with 

established contractual relationships if there is uncertainty around sustainable purchasing decisions 

on the job.  

 A Quick Guide was also developed which includes specific vendors, recommended products, 

and CAS numbers associated with the products, in order to give new administrative purchasers a 



head start in making sustainable purchasing decisions. While the SPG is intended to serve as a 

general sustainable purchasing reference, the Quick Guide lists specific products, product sourcing 

information, and product hazardous material content, and serves as a handy reference for new 

administrative purchasers with little to no prior sustainable purchasing experience. Hence, the Quick 

Guide makes it easier for new purchasers to begin making sustainable purchasing decisions as soon 

as they are hired. The products listed in the Quick Guide may be purchased immediately without 

repeating the initial time-consuming research process, thus fostering the development of a campus-

wide cultural foundation for sustainable purchasing.  

The newly developed Sustainable Purchasing Guide and Quick Guide will be implemented as 

part of an incentive-based campus-wide program entitled the “Green Office Certification Program 

(GOCP)”. This Program is designed to encourage administrative offices across campus to adopt 

sustainable practices and actions. One pillar of the GOCP is implementation of sustainable 

purchasing based on the newly created Sustainable Purchasing Guide. The GOCP offers various 

incentives, including prizes, to campus offices that consistently use the Purchasing Guide on an 

ongoing basis. The most sustainable campus offices will also be recognized by the UCO Department 

of Sustainability and the campus community at large via web announcements and other news outlets. 

The GOCP will ensure that the Sustainable Purchasing Guide and Quick Guide are used and 

improved upon for existing and future purchasers, and will serve as the foundation for future 

researchers to addend and enhance the information to meet the University’s future needs.  

 

The Sustainable Purchasing Guide and Quick Guide may be accessed at the following link, along 

with additional UCO sustainability information: 

http://sites.uco.edu/administration/green/Research%20and%20Academics/index.asp 

http://sites.uco.edu/administration/green/Research%20and%20Academics/index.asp

