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FROM THE DEAN 
 
Fall term is in full swing, and the Graduate 
School wants to provide you with 
information on upcoming deadlines, useful 
information as you go through your program 
and new ways to connect with other 
students, advisers and graduate faculty. We 
hope this newsletter will be helpful to you 
and that you will stop by 300 Kerr if you have 
any questions or if we can assist you in any 
way. Also, don’t hesitate to contact me at 
any time.  Happy Fall! 
 
Brenda McComb, Dean 
brenda.mccomb@oregonstate.edu  
 
GET INVOLVED! Building Graduate 
Community at OSU  

Welcome to fall term 2014 at OSU! My name 
is Courtney Everson, and I am a PhD 
candidate in applied anthropology and your 
graduate student liaison for the OSU 
Graduate School. I am here to help represent 
your needs in graduate education at OSU 
and assist you in your graduate career.  As 
you engage the new academic year, I 
encourage you to get involved with your 
peers and the various graduate student 
activities on campus. Many of these are 
highlighted throughout this newsletter, and 
we post additional activities on the Graduate 
School Facebook page (“like” us to keep up-
to-date!) and on our website. Becoming 

more involved with your graduate colleagues 
will help you to establish the community and 
connections needed to maintain a happy, 
healthy personhood as you endeavor to 
achieve excellence as a scholar.  You are also 
welcome to contact me at any time during 
your graduate tenure with questions, 
concerns or ideas for graduate education and 
the graduate student community 
(courtney.everson@oregonstate.edu). To 
new students, welcome to OSU! To our 
returning grads, welcome back! May fall term 
treat you and yours well. 

Student Success GRA Call for 
Applications 

The Graduate School is seeking to hire a 0.49 
FTE Graduate Research Assistant (GRA) for 
the 2014-15 academic year to assist with 
graduate student success, retention and 
outreach initiatives. The Student Success 
GRA will serve as a Graduate School student 
representative in various student success 
initiatives across campus; will be a point of 
contact and engage outreach with graduate 
student leaders and entities across campus; 
and will engage in the identification, 
development and implementation of 
activities, programs, resources and 
workshops that support graduate student 
retention, success and graduation. This 
position will report directly to and work 
closely with the Graduate School’s Student 
Success Team. 

Successful candidates will hold the following 
qualifications: 
1. Be a full-time graduate student at OSU 
with a major or educational focus in higher 
education programming;  
2. Demonstrate interest and experience in 
developing and supporting programs, 
workshops and resources that enhance the 
graduate student experience;  
3. Possess excellent written, verbal and 
interpersonal communication skills;  
4. Possess strong organizational and 
administrative skills;  
5. Hold experience and interest in 
educational outreach, marketing, public 
relations, event planning and diverse 
community development;  
6. Demonstrate commitment to inclusivity 
and understanding of diverse graduate 
student community needs. 
To apply, please submit a curriculum vitae 
and a letter of interest to Dean Brenda 
McComb at 
brenda.mccomb@oregonstate.edu  
Application materials are due by October 17. 
Questions about this position can be directed 
to Courtney Everson at 
courtney.everson@oregonstate.edu.  

IMPORTANT DEADLINES 
 
Please refer to the Graduate School website 
to access information on academic deadlines 
http://gradschool.oregonstate.edu/success/d
eadlines. 
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Graduate Connect Week, held September 
15-19, was a resounding success.  Five 
hundred students participated in Graduate 
School orientation. Students could select 
from numerous topics related to academic 
and professional development, and well-
being. The end of the day was punctuated 
with a barbecue with nearly 1,000 students 
and family members at the McAlexander 
Fieldhouse. On Tuesday, new international 
graduate students participated in an all-day 
educational program. The Library offered 
workshops for new students on both Tuesday 
and Wednesday. Wednesday afternoon, 
Dean McComb took students on a hike. On 
Thursday and Friday, graduate teaching 
assistants were provided learning 
opportunities by the OSU Center for 
Teaching and Learning.  Special thanks to 
Assistant Dean Kimberly Johnson and Megan 
Ferris for their leadership and logistical skills! 

Lunch with the Dean 

Throughout the academic year, the Dean will 
be taking 5-6 students out to lunch every 
Friday.  If you want to schedule a time to 
have lunch with Dean McComb, please 
contact her Executive Assistant, Viki Meink 
(viki.meink@oregonstate.edu).  The group 
meets at the MU a little before noon for 
lunch at Pangea. 

Academic Success 

Completing your graduate degree can be a 
daunting experience. The Graduate Student 
Success Guide is intended to prepare you for 
a successful journey by laying out the 
requirements and resources available to 
meet these requirements.  Please visit: 
http://gradschool.oregonstate.edu/success  

The Grad School App is HERE!  
 
For those of you with mobile devices, we 
encourage you to download our mobile app 
OSU Guidebook to enhance your experience 
at orientation and during your graduate 
school journey. During events like 
orientation, you'll be able to plan your day 
with a personalized schedule and browse 
sessions, exhibitors and maps. You'll also find 
campus resources, links to forms, checklists, 
flowcharts, the Graduate School Success 
Guide, event announcements and schedules 
and many more resources to help keep you 
grounded and on the path to success in 
Graduate School.  Stay up to date on events 
and activities and receive other helpful 
information to better connect to the 
Graduate School and OSU through the 
Graduate School and other OSU Guides. 

STEP 1) Have OSU APP added to your mobile 
phone by typing your number in the box at 
this link 
https://guidebook.com/app/OSUGuide/   
STEP 2) Download Guides in the OSU APP 
and search for the OSU Graduate School App  
 
Office 365 for OSU now available for 
students! 
Download & Install Office applications on up 
to five devices per user - at no cost! 
Create and collaborate using Microsoft 
OneDrive, Office Online, and SharePoint 
Online - at no cost! 
If you have a computer that already has 
Office installed, you will be able to use it with 
OneDrive and other Office 365 applications. 
Learn more at: 
http://oregonstate.edu/main/online-
services/office365  
 
Graduate Student Success Center 

Last year, the Memorial Union Advisory 
Board approved the establishment of the 
Graduate Student Success Center (GSSC), to 
be located on the 2nd floor of the Memorial 
Union (MU) and opening in late 2015. This 
Center will provide a communal space for 
graduate students, and be adjacent to 
facilities that will help to ensure academic 
and social success for this growing 
population. The GSSC will allow for 
interdisciplinary conversations and research 
to flourish, professional development 
activities to take place, centralized resources 
to be housed, facilitation of peer-to-peer 
mentoring and academic support and an 
overall sense of increased community-
building and inclusive well-being. The GSSC 
will also help to support a more diverse and 
inclusive graduate student body. Graduate 
students working in the Center will 
collaborate with the Graduate School staff 
and other campus entities to strive for full 
integration of international students, 
underrepresented minorities and non-
traditional grad students, many of whom 
often feel culturally and socially marginalized 
at OSU. In sum, the GSSC will provide a 
dedicated, communal space that will 
facilitate academic and social efforts for the 
graduate student community and their 
colleagues. This new GSSC is aligned with 
the purpose of the Memorial Union, to 
provide a center for social, cultural and 
recreational programs and services for 
students, faculty, staff, alumni and guests of 
Oregon State University. The Memorial 
Union provides opportunities for experience 
in social responsibility and leadership and to 
supplement university instruction by 

developing high ideals of university spirit, 
citizenship and private life. 

Want to help envision what this space will 
look like and help us program the Center? 
We’d love to hear your ideas! Contact 
Courtney Everson 
(courtney.everson@oregonstate.edu) to 
learn more.  

Campus Civility and Inclusivity 
Campaign  
 
A new Campus Civility and Inclusivity 
Campaign at OSU has been launched. Check 
it out, here: 
http://oregonstate.edu/main/civility and view 
the accompanying video here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cr3hul_
EN5A  
At OSU, we are committed to nurturing a 
climate of compassion and inclusivity for all 
of our students, faculty, staff and visitors. We 
envision a collaborative campus community 
that engages civility and embraces diversity. 
This video features real stories and real 
people, and reminds us that there's always 
more to the story if you're willing to look, and 
listen, more closely.  
 
The following Graduate School courses 
will be offered winter term: 

Graduate School Preparation (GRAD 420) 

Designing a Path for Success: Orientation for 
Graduate Students (GRAD 511) 

Responsible Conduct of Research (GRAD 
520) 

Research Data Management (GRAD 521) 

Intervening the ISMS: Diversity Awareness 
and Tools for Intervention (GRAD 540) 

The Inclusive Classroom: Difference, Power 
& Discrimination (GRAD 542 / WGSS 542) 

Theories of Teaching and Learning in Higher 
Education (GRAD 560) 

Course Design and Methods for College and 
University Teaching (GRAD 561) 

Introduction to Interdisciplinary Graduate 
Studies (IST 511) 

Applying an Interdisciplinary Perspective (IST 
512) 
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GCCUT 

The Graduate Certificate in College and 
University Teaching (GCCUT) is pleased to 
announce additional sections for each of the 
program's two core courses: GRAD 560 
(Theories of Teaching and Learning in Higher 
Education) and GRAD 561 (Course Design 
and Methods for College and University 
Teaching). Previously available only to 
students admitted to the GCCUT program, 
each course will now include a second 
section, available for registration by any 
graduate student, and will be offered in 
Winter 2015 (GRAD 560) and Spring 2015 
(GRAD 561). 

GRAD 560 
(http://catalog.oregonstate.edu/CourseDetai
l.aspx?subjectcode=GRAD&coursenumber=5
60) 
GRAD 561 
(http://catalog.oregonstate.edu/CourseDetai
l.aspx?subjectcode=GRAD&coursenumber=5
61) 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
Women in Science 
 
 Interested in connecting with women in 
science? OSU’s Women in Science group is 
hosting a happy hour at Red Fox on 
Wednesday, October 15 at 5:30 p.m. All are 
welcome! Join our email listserv at 
http://frontend.science.oregonstate.edu/mai
lman/listinfo/wis or like our Facebook page 
WomenInScienceOSU for updates on 
upcoming events. 
Mission: Women in Science provides support 
and resources for women in science at 
Oregon State University, particularly 
graduate students, research assistants, and 
early-career faculty members. Activities 
include meetings with featured speakers, 
networking, and workshops on topics relevant 
to women in science. Email 
womeninscience@oregonstate.edu for more 
info! 
 
Students Looking for a Sober Community 

For some students, having a program that 
supports their recovery is an important piece 
of their success at Oregon State University. 
For many, this resource is the Collegiate 
Recovery Community run by Student Health 
Services. The Collegiate Recovery 
Community has been providing students who 
are committed to their recovery with private 
space, support meetings and recovery 
supportive events since its launch in 2013. 
The community currently houses 14 

members, who have formed a tight-knit 
group who support each other in their 
academics and recovery. These students use 
our Clubhouse for movie nights, celebrating 
recovery birthdays, sober tailgating, a 24/7 
study space and more.  

Students who are interested should visit the 
Collegiate Recovery Community’s webpage 
to learn more about the program: 
http://studenthealth.oregonstate.edu/about-
crc. If you would like to become a member of 
the community, please follow this link to find 
the application: 
http://studenthealth.oregonstate.edu/becom
e-crc-member.  

Making Your First Appointment at 
CAPS 

While you are working to achieve your 
academic goals, sometimes life can get in the 
way. Our highly trained, compassionate 
counselors are available to offer brief support 
in order to help you succeed academically 
and with personal development. All 
counseling at CAPS is free and confidential - 
your privacy is protected by law.  

To Access counseling services: 

• Free consultations are available 
from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday; 
Thursday consultations are 
available from 11:00 a.m. – 4:30 
p.m. 

• To receive your confidential 
consultation, call 541-737-2131 or 
come by the CAPS office on the 5th 
floor of Snell Hall during the times 
listed above. 

• A professional counselor will speak 
with you for about 10 – 15 minutes 
to listen to your needs and 
concerns and determine what 
services will be most helpful in 
meeting those needs. 

• At the end of your consultation, 
you will either have a 1st 
appointment scheduled with a 
counselor at CAPS or have a goal-
driven plan for next steps. 

• You may also speak with an after-
hours counselor any time the office 
is closed by calling 541-737-2131 
and choosing option “1” on the 
main menu. 
 

*If you or someone you know is experiencing 
an emergency, please call 541-737- 7000 or 
911. 

 

Recreational Sports 

Fall Intramural Sports event, league and 
registration information is on the web 
at http://oregonstate.edu/recsports/leagues-
and-events for: 
-Flag Football League 
-Volleyball League 
-Bowling League 
-Wheelchair Basketball League 
-Racquetball League 
-5k Fun Run 
-3v3 Basketball Tournament 
-Table Tennis Singles Tournament 
-Dad's Weekend Golf Tournament 
-Table Tennis Doubles Tournament 
-Tennis Doubles Tournament 
-College Football Bowl Pick 'Em 

Be Well 5K: Oct 17, 3:30 p.m. Free to OSU 
community. Pre-register and get a free event 
t-shirt. 
http://oregonstate.edu/recsports/bewell5k 
 
Take the 72 Hour Move More Challenge: 
Students spend an average of 9.8 hours a day 
sitting. Get moving and earn a free resistance 
band. Download the challenge card here: 
http://oregonstate.edu/recsports/node/950 
 
Ombuds 

University Ombuds Office:  What’s New? 
 
The University Ombuds Office (UOO) 
provides an informal, impartial, independent 
and confidential* means of conflict 
management to all members of the campus 
community. To better serve our students and 
employees, a new team member, Donetta 
Sheffold, has joined us as the Ombuds 
Services Coordinator. Donetta has been a 
member of the OSU community for over 25 
years and assists the Ombuds by being the 
first point of contact for visitors. She can be 
reached at 541-737-4537 for general 
information about our services, or to 
schedule an appointment with an Ombuds. 
 
The UOO recently added a Videos and 
Webinar section to our website which shares 
information about our office, workplace 
bullying and conflict management skills. To 
access these videos please visit our website 
at http://oregonstate.edu/ombuds/training-
videos. 
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EVENTS 

Flu Shot Clinics for Students/Faculty/Staff 
Wednesday, October 15, in the MU Journey 
Room, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. while 
supplies last. Students: $20 (charged to 
student account, or to PacificSource if a 
graduate assistant). Faculty/Staff: $30 
(charged to PEBB Insurance or by cash or 
check). Bring OSU ID card and Providence or 
PacificSource insurance cards. FluMist nasal 
vaccine also available. Details: 541-737-9355 
or http://studenthealth.oregonstate.edu/flu. 

Coalition of Graduate Employees—Fall 
General Membership Meeting 

Interested in becoming more involved with 
CGE?  The General Membership Meeting 
(GMM) is the place to start.  We'll be 
updating our members on news from CGE as 
well as making decisions about how to direct 
our efforts this coming year. The event is 
open to all members and their families.  All 
food and drinks are provided, including 
vegetarian, vegan and gluten free options. 

Where:  Corvallis Senior Center (26th & Tyler) 
When:  Friday, October 24, 5:30 p.m. 

Join the Oregon Drive Less Challenge! 
October 6 – 19 
 
Oregon drivers are responsible for traveling 
approximately 33.1 billion vehicle miles 
annually, at a cost of $1.4 billion in gas, 
resulting in 14 million metric tons of CO2! 
Join Oregonians across the state in reducing 
these numbers by eliminating one million 
vehicle miles traveled in 14 days. We can 
make a difference, one trip at a time. 
 
It's simple and easy: 
 
Register in Drive Less Connect 
 
Take the Pledge (Not required to participate in 
the challenge and win prizes) 
 
Eliminate one trip you normally drive alone 
 
Carpool/vanpool, telework, take the bus or 
the train, walk or bike 
 
Log your trips online at 
DriveLessConnect.com and watch the 
savings grow 
 
Enter to win rewards 
 
Learn more at www.drivelessconnect.com  

 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

Travel Grants 
 
The Graduate School administers a program 
that is designed to provide part of the costs 
of attending and presenting scholarly 
achievements at prestigious conferences and 
venues.  The deadline is November 1 for 
travel between December 1 and April 30. 
Directors of graduate programs (department 
chairs/ heads, program directors) may submit 
one application per deadline per graduate 
program.  Applications should be submitted 
electronically to 
megan.ferris@oregonstate.edu.   
 
Awards are intended to cover up to half of 
the full cost of attending a conference (air 
and/or ground transportation, hotel, meals 
and meeting registration).  Approximately 10 
awards will be made per quarter.  The 
maximum award will be $500 for domestic 
travel and $1,000 for international travel.  
The Graduate School will select awardees 
based on the following criteria: 

• funds available, 
• completeness of the application, 
• strength of the student's statement 

of the reason for attending, 
• student's stage in the degree 

program, 
• reasonableness of the budget and 

attempts at economizing,  
• strength of the student's c.v., 
• stature of conference (major 

professor's letter), 
• level of departmental and grant 

support and 
• balance of awards across the 

university.  
 

Questions?  Contact Megan Ferris 
(megan.ferris@oregonstate.edu).  
 
Fellowship & Award Opportunities 

For information about centrally-funded 
scholarships and fellowships available 
through the Graduate School, visit 
http://oregonstate.edu/dept/grad_school/fell
owships.php.  Please note that most of these 
scholarships and fellowships require a 
nomination from your department and/or 
graduate program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Graduate School on Facebook 
 
To keep up with news about OSU graduate 
students, and make other connections, 
consider adding our Facebook page to your 
Favorites and “liking” us.  
 

 

 

Connect with the Graduate School on 
LinkedIn! 

 

 

 

 

 

Search for our Group:   Oregon State 
Graduate School 

 

Check our Webpage for News 

The Graduate School frequently updates the 
“Announcements” on its home page 
gradschool.oregonstate.edu.  Please check it 
for news, workshops, funding opportunities 
and other events. Have a great fall term! 
Brenda McComb, Dean 
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